District Parents Advisory Council (DPAC) School District No.46 (Sunshine
Coast) at Elphinstone Secondary
DPAC Minutes
Thursday, October 22" 2015

Call to order: 7.05 pm
Introductions around the room
APPROVALS

Motion to adopt minutes from September 24" 2015 Dpac meeting: Jo Thomson
(first motion), Lorena Ruth (second motion). Passed.

Motion to adopt October 22" 2015 Agenda:
Janice Nelson (first motion) Susan Goddard, Passed.

Spending approvals
Follow up with Allen Stevenson

REGULAR REPORTS
DPAC VICE CHAIR — Sarah Bradley, Allyson Fawcus absent —

Gaming funds suggestions.

Every PAC to send Diane Wagner at the Board office their new Executive Board
names.

Thank you from Stacia Leech for having them speak at the DPAC meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT - Allen Stevenson
Follow up

BOARD’S REPORT - Dave Mewhort

Welcome to New 205-2016 Student trustee, Wyatt Henley, he was sworn in at
the October Board meeting

There is an initiative commencing in Jan 2016, SFU, in conjunction with SD46
are offering a Graduate Diploma in Advanced Professional Studies for teachers
interested in nature-base learning program, this is very exciting, there are already



12 interested teachers without advertising. See attached information for further
background and information

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT — Patrick Bocking
Good energy around schools at the moment.

“We day” — 190 students went to Rogers Arena from the Sunshine Coast,
amazing experience- “Free the children” organised this event sponsored by Telus
and The Royal Bank. There were inspirational speakers and bands playing,
sending the message to the kids that together we can change the world and
anything is possible. The SD46 logo appeared on the screen so we officially
belong as one of the partners.

Assessment in reading in Elementary schools is a strong emphasis in the district
at the moment, Grade 3 level is where Jeopardy can begin, there is big staff
committee formed to facilitate reading testing levels, EPRA. Perceptively there is
high degree of acceptance once you can read, for self esteem. Kirsten Deasey
“strong Start” is helping incoming reading and literacy levels, hearing etc before
entering Kindergarten.

Vancouver Coastal Health — The immunisation record is not good in this district,
below population level, we are working to support VCH for students health.

Strategic plan leaflets available.

NEW CURRICULUM - David Barnum — Patrick Bocking

Please find attached “Curriculum Redesign” information and frequently asked
questions.

Check out “Curriculum.gov.bc.ca” for more details

A few highlights are as follows:-

Reading assessments, informed instruction, individual snapshot and class
snapshot. 4 years ago website went live, input requested from everyone, it was
put out as a BC plan. Not new, but new framework. K-9 energy transformation,
different topics, Top of report card, categories expanded, to be noticed, named
and nurtured. Now 8 months out from completion.

This year is optional to use new curriculum. Are teachers happy about this? A lot
of questions at this point, which are being worked on. Staff are being trained, gr
10-12 very important, for credibility Relevance brings the uncertainty, but
positive, teaching philosophy, the basics are the same.

David Barnum would be happy to come to PAC meetings to discuss.



What is participation of staff? The School Board authorized funds for staff
learning about the new curriculum, collaboration of teaching in each grade.

The Ministery of Education announced 10 instructional hours where students do
not attend school, for teachers to collaborate with the new curriculum..

Parent engagement - better info about student achievement, reporting guidelines
about to come out. NEST program makes sure reporting is by portfolios and
wanderwalks, report to parents but no marks, very happy. Online program for
staff to students and parents — “Fresh Grade”, new way of reporting — web based
program. The server is based in Canada to help with privacy concerns.

How does assessment follow through for post-secondary etc? this is being
worked on at the moment- better flow needed.

Chat. High school - Finding Creative ways - implementing home room for kids to
check in, hands on care not just academics.

GAMING FUNDS
$1,500 from last year, $2,500 this year

SUGGESTIONS

Speakers accommodation or fees.

Jesse Miller — came a few years ago.

Anxiety, stress, Mental Health speaker — Rebecca Mitchell.
Survey? Within PACS.

Dave Mewhort — student council concerned over mental health.
Edu/workshop for parents — substance abuse, MH, mood disorders,
Mindfulness/ social and Emotional learning

Educational Needs around Aboriginal Education

School Councilors group - (Mark Sauer) ask about speakers we could have
Face behind the Mask — Movie night and workshop. Hallstead

(Udo Rosenburg)

Grade 7 transition

ELECTIONS — accepting nominations for:

Chair — Allyson Fawcus

1% motion - Marilyn Baines, 2" motion - Paddy Shields
Vice Chair — Jo Thomson

1% motion - Miyuki Shinkai, 2" motion - Marilyn Baines
Treasurer - Allen Stevenson?
Secretary - ?
BCCPAC Rep - ? where, what it involves — Jen Hoile?

Next meeting Wednesday 25™, 2015 at Pender Harbour Secondary, 7pm



DPAC fee for BCCPAC membership

Thanks for rotation of meeting locations facilitating more parents.

Meeting adjourned 8.45 pm
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What is provincial curriculum?

o The British Codumbia provincial curriculum defines for teachers what students are
expected to kmow and be able to do in their grade and area of learning. 1t provides
the learning standards for students in BC schools.

Why is BC's curriculum changing?

o In today’s technology-enabled world, students have instant access to 3 limitless
amount of information. For &l students, the great value of education s In leaming
the skills to seccesafally locate, analyze, and apply the information they need in
their work and persceal lives after they graduate.

Experts from BC and around the workd advise that curricudem should put more
emphasis on concepts, competencies, and processes.

The existing curriculum can restrict stedent Jearning becaase it has so many
objectives to cover. The highly peescriptive nature of the existing curriculum pats

& at odds with the vision of a more personalized learning experfence set out in
BC’'s Education Plan.

How is curriculum changing?

o Drawing on extensive research and ongoing consultations with educators across the
province, the Ministry of Education s redesigning curriculum to fit with the modern
education system that is seoded for today’s world. The curriculum redesign xims tec

v reduce the prescriptivencss of the existing curriculum while ensuring a consistent
focus on the essential elements of learning

v allow teachers and studemts the fexibiity to personalize the learning experience
o bettor match each student's individeal strengths and neods

v ballance the loundational skills that students need to bearn with the "big ideas” or
concepes that they need to wnderstand to succeed In their oducation sad their Bves

o Corricglum is being designed 10 support development of critical thinking,
comuenication skills, and persesal and social competence.

Soptomee 2015 Minatry of Fducotion - C
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What will be the same?
o There will continpe to be rigerous learning standards in each area of leaming.

‘ e There will continue to be an emphasis in a8 grades on the fandamentals of literacy
and numeracy. Sebjects such as Math, Science, Language Arts, and Social Stedies
will ressain at the heart of every studest’s education. But with the redesigeed
curriculum, students will be able to develop a deeper understanding of those
subjects and their fundamental concepts.
o Curriculum Is now and will conginue 10 be designed for the magority of students:
clscsroom teachers will contmue 10 adagt oc modify standards for selectnd students

as appropriate.

What will be different?

o All arvas of learning are being redesigned at the same time using a common
framework

o The structure of the redesigned curriculem is more flexible to enable teachers 10
develop cross—curricular leaming experiences for students and take advantage of
current topics of iaterest to stadents,

« Inthe redesigned currioslum framework, core competencies — wich as critical
thinking, comesusication, and soclal responsibility — are made explicit.

o Hach area of Jearring features Big Ideas that are important for students to
understand.

o The carricelum is balanced: it emphasizes core foundational skills while focusing
on kgher-level coaceptual understandings.

o Standards remads rigocous; however, the new learing standards are moee open
in nature, making them less righd. less detailed, and less focused on minor facts.

o Abesiginal perspectives and content have been suthestically integrated into
every subject.

What are core competencies and how are they
related to the curriculum?

o Core competencies are 3 set of imeBectual, personal and sockl competencies that
students develop through the course of their schooling.

o The core competency peofiles represent a continuum of development from
emerging to sophisticated levels. While the development process isvodved over
300 educators in 20 school districts, they are 3t an early stage of development

¢ The competency peofiles and lllustrations are intended as claxsroon resources for
teacher assessment and student sell-assesament.

BN v ot Foscoton - Cumicubum Recesigr TAGS Seplerrier 2018



Core competencies are embedded in each area of learning and are activated through
students’ learning experiences and activities.

d o Becwese core competencies are embedded in the structure of the curriculum, it is

. expected they will became 3 key past of future provincal assessments and cegoing
) assessment/reporting. Mow they will be made explicit i reporting and proviecial
sssessment is still under discussion and development.

What are the benefits of the new curriculum?

o With the redesigned carricalum, stedents will have mcreased opportunities 10 gain
the essential learning and life skalls necessary to live and work successfully in a

complex, interconnected, and rapidly changing world.

o Studests will focus oa acquiring skills and competencies to Belp them use knowledge
critically and creatively, to solve problems ethically and collaboratively. and to
make the decisions necessary %o succeed in our increasisgly globalived world, They
will be more engaged in their learning, explore their passions, aod gain importan
employment skils.

What research supports these directions?

o Trends & national and international jurisdictions have been reviewed and suthorities
o0 carriculam and assesument design have been corsuited. Transformuation work
has been informed by a wide variety of researchery, iscluding Sir Xen Robirson, Lynn
Erickson, and Grant Wiggins, and crganizations such as Harvard (Project Zero) and
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. Many high-achieving
perisdictions around the world (eg. Singapore, Finland) are making similar shifts in
their curricalum.

» BC's cwriculum redesign budds on current child developenent and learning theories
research. Consultations, research, and weorld authoritses all indicate that Jearning Is best
supported by fleadble, competancy-driven, concept-based, and inclusive carriculum.

¢ As paet of the Ministry of Education's work on core competencies, several
researchers were commissioned 10 summarize the literature in critical thinking,
creative thinking, and sociad and personal responsibility. Reference information
connected to this aspect of the redesign effoct is available on the ministry’s website

Why is Aboriginal content being embedded in the
curriculum and what does this look like?

« Aboriginal perspectives and knowledge ace a part of the historical and contessporary
foumdation of BC sad Canada. An important goal in Integrating Aborigina
perspectives into curricadum bs to ensare that all learsers have cpportunities to

understand and respect thelr own cultural heritage as well as that of others.

Segrtamber 2015 wisvy of Evcoton - Cumcvim Seossen 1A TR



The First Peoples Principles of Learning provided a crecial lens for the teacher
teams when draftisg curricala, and all curricadem teams included Aboriginal
represestation The teams put great effort into embedding Aboriginal knowledge
and worldviews in the curriculum in authentic, meaningful wiys.

p' o References to Abociginal knowledge and worldviews are both explicit and implicit
in the redesigned curricula and are evident in the raticaale stateasents, goals,
learning standards and In soese of the elaborations.

« In some areas of learning, explicit Aboriginal content is inckuded (e.g. information
abost residerttial schools in Soctal Studies: Aborigina peoples’ uses of indigenous
plants and andssals, or their knowledge of the sky and lindscape, in Sclence). In
other areas, there are opportunities to learn about Aboriginal people in the local
comenunity, for example, or Aboriginal Sterature.

o From Kindesgarten to graduation, students will experience Aboriginal perspectives
and understandings s an integrated part of what they are learning.

Who was involved in the redesign of the curiculum?

o BC teachers, academic experts, and school district staffl have participated directly

in the redesign of provincial curriculum. The BC Teachers Federation (BCTF) has
played a significant role in this work. Teachers from the Federation of independent
Schools Association and the First Nations Schools Asseciation also participated in the
development work, as well as the Yikon Department of Education and Yukon teachers.

* Many parents, teachers, and Indhviduals and groups from the public and industry
provided feedback om the new K-9 curriculum, using the ministry website,
email and other methods of communication to express thelr views and suggest

Improvements.

o More detalls on the curriculem development process can be found at curriculam gov
beca/sites/curniosium govbe.ca/files /pdf/curriculum_development_process pdl.

What are the implementation timelines?

¢ K-9 curriculum is available for voluntary use by teachers In the 2015/16 schood
year. &t will become the official curriculum in the 2016/17 school year

o Grade 10-12 curriculum will be avallable for voluntary use in the 2016/17 school
year. it will become the official curriculum in the 2017 /18 school year.

R ooy of Eoncoton - Curiewnm Redesgn 1 AGs Sacremoe 2015
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Will assessment, evaluation, and reporting

be changing?

o Assessment and reporting methods will need to align with changing emphases in
curriculum, such as the assessment of complex thinking skdlls.

e Through consultation with the field, the Ministry of Edecation will redesign
assessment and reporting (communicating student Jearning) requirements to align
with the other transformation efforts underway in BC. More information will be
forthooming regarding these comsulations during the 2015/ 16 school year, with the
goal of having new guidelines and policies in place by the 2016/17 school year,

What materials or other resources will support the
redesigned curriculum?

o Instructional examples and materials developed by teachers will be added to
the website. Instructional examples say Include instructional and assessment
strategies, demonstrations of learing, inquiries, and isterdisciplinary idess.

Webaite links to exiating key resource materials will also be added.

o The BCTP TeachBC website will also host BC teaching resources.

When will changes to the graduation leaming years
be determined?

o The Grades 10-12 curriculum propesals, posted in August 2015 for review and
feedback, will form a first step toward discussions of new reguirements for

the graduation learning years, The design and strucvare of the Grades 10-12
curriculum will be the same a5 for the K-9 curriculum.

o The Advisory Group on Provincial Assessment will inform directions for provincial
examinations.

s Provincial examinations will be redesigaed with the changing emphases in
curriculum. Developaent and pileting will accur over the mext two school years.

o Changes to credessialing, reporting transcripts, and other aspects of the graduation
learning years will also be determined over the next two school years.

Mirisry of Euceion - Cumcohm Redesory FAQS



DPAC Trustee Report
Ocg, 2015

For this month I'd like to welcome our 2015- 2016 Student Trustee... one of only
two in B.C Trustee Wyatt Henley (ESS) was sworn in at our October Board Mecting
and we all Jook forward to hearing our students concerns and opinions in the
coming school year,

It would also léke to feature an initiative commencing in jan 2016, SFU, in
partnership with SD 46, will offer a Graduate Diptoma in Advanced Professional
Studies for teachers interested in nature-based learning. | have included a lttle

background for anyone interested.

Dave Mewhort
Trestee Liason

HENLEY
Wyatt is 2 grade 12 ssedent from
Elphinsione Secondary School M peers in
the District Soedent Lesdenhip Team [DLT)
‘ teCommended N a3 Ther representative
 and Student Trestes 10 the Soard on Tuesday,
Ocosber 13, 2015
Wyatt is eaxried to be leamning about
boand procedures, student voloe and
educaTonal opportenaies for all sedents in
Rl schools




REFORT YO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NOW46 (SUNSHINE
COAST)

Strategh Plan Report: Outdose Education
Sabeuttod by Patrick Bocking
October 13, 2015
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