
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 
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AGENDA 
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1. Trustee Electoral Variance Review 

2. Communication (standing item) 
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REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 
Trustee Electoral Area Variance Summary 

Submitted by Chair Baxter 
October 27, 2015 

 
 
2002  The board of the day submitted a request to the Ministry requesting a 

designated electoral area change of one trustee representative for the 
Sechelt Indian Government District (SIGD) and 2 trustees for Electoral 
Area 2, instead of 3 trustees for Electoral Area 2. The request was rejected 
by the ministry due to the smaller number of voters for the SIGD trustee.   

 
2009/2010  The board of the day researched trustee representation from various 

districts in the province.  Hand written notes from Trustee Pratt and 
Trustee Mewhort are available.  Their research did not find any patterns 
and districts with comparable size and enrolment had 5, 7 or 9 trustees.  

 
2011  The board held a highly publicized Public Consultations for Electoral 

Variance. Notes and submissions are available upon request.  
 
Several options were presented, including: 

  Option 1. No change 
  Option 2.  Change in electoral areas with either 7 or 5 trustees 
  Option 3. 7 trustees at large 
  Option 4.  5 trustees at large 

 
On April 12, 2011 the motion to proceed with Option 2, with 7 trustees 
elected in 3 electoral areas, was moved by Trustee Russell.  Subsequently, 
a request was sent to the ministry for a variance to the electoral areas as 
follows:  
 
TEA Area Description # trustees 
Gibsons and 
Area-Roberts 
Creek 

Town of Gibsons and Areas “D” 
Roberts  
Creek, “E” Elphinstone, “F” West 
Howe Sound in the Sunshine Coast 
Regional District  

3 trustees 

Sechelt  District of Sechelt, SIGD 3 trustees 
Halfmoon Bay-
Pender Harbour-
Egmont 

Area A (Egmont/Pender Harbour), 
Area B (Halfmoon Bay) 

1 trustee 

 
The ministry responded that additional public consultation was required 
on the specific variance, prior to consideration of the request. Further 
information was provided on behalf of the board but the ministry was not 
swayed in their request for further consultation.  
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