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November 22, 2016 
 

Ref: 191775 
 
 
To: All Board Chairs, Superintendents, Secretary Treasurer and All School Districts 
 
Dear Colleagues: 

As you know, in June of 2016, the Government announced the appointment of MLA Linda 
Larson as the Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Education.  As part of her review of rural 
educational practices and rural education funding, Parliamentary Secretary Larson is tasked with 
creating a Rural Education Strategy by the end of the 2016/17 school year. Input from a range of 
stakeholder groups such as parents, the public, school district staff, Boards of Education, partner 
organizations, and local governments is an integral part of this strategy. 

All feedback received will help shape the final report and the development of recommendations 
for the future. The main goal is to find long-term solutions for the unique challenges facing rural 
school districts while considering the important social, cultural, and economic roles that schools 
play for small communities. 

I am pleased to announce that the consultation process for the rural education review has been 
officially launched. Details on the engagement process and ways to participate, including an 
online discussion forum, can be found at http://engage.gov.bc.ca/ruraleducation/. 
 
In addition to encouraging your staff to participate in the online discussion forum –open until 
January 9, 2017 at 4:00pm, you are invited to participate in a short online survey at 
https://interceptum.com/s/en/ruraleducation-nov2016 using the password  
 
On behalf of Linda Larson, Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Education, thank you for taking 
the time to participate in the conversation on rural education in British Columbia. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
George Farkas 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
 



Introduction

The Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Education would like to engage with parents, education stakeholders and community
organizations in a conversation about rural schools to help develop an integrated rural education strategy.

The online discussion will be open for feedback November 15, 2016 to January 15, 2017.

All of the input that is submitted which will considered by the Parliamentary Secretary for the purpose of preparing a Report on Rural
Education by Summer 2017 that includes recommendations for the future.

Questions

How important is each of the following factors when defining Remote Schools or Rural Schools?

Very Important Important
Moderately
Important Slightly Important Not Important

Size of community

Size of school

Population density of school district

Distance between schools

Distance to major population centre

If you have other relevant factors not listed, please suggest them here:

How important is each of the following factors when defining Rural School Districts?

Very Important Important
Moderately
Important Slightly Important Not Important

Size of communities

Size of schools

Population density of school district

Distance between schools in district

If you have other relevant factors not listed, please suggest them here:
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Increasing

About the Same

Decreasing

Don't know

How important is each of the following operational and educational challenges associated with delivering educational
programs in rural communities / rural schools?

Very Important Important
Moderately
Important Slightly Important Not Important

Staff recruitment and retention

Training and professional development for staff
(e.g. transitioning to the new curriculum)

Ability to deliver a range of educational
programming and/or specialized programs for
students

Transportation / Travel time for students

Availability of curricular & extra-curricular
opportunities, such as sports teams or field
trips

Geographic and weather-related conditions

Maintenance of facilities (i.e. deferred
mainitenance)

Ability to optimize space in school facilities (i.e.
capacity utilization)

Overall operating costs for rural school facilities
(i.e. utilities, staffing, supplies, etc.)

How well do each of the Geographic Factors in the Funding Allocation System address the business
requirements associated with the operation of rural schools?

Extremely Well Very Well Well Not Well Not Well At All Not Very Well

Small Community Supplement

Low Enrolment Factor

Rural Factor

Climate Factor

Sparseness Factor

Student Location Factor and Supplemental
Student Location Factor

Over the past 10 years, (in general) has your school district’s student enrolments been:
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Public library

Museum

Recreational / sports

Adult / Community / Continuing Education programs

Seniors

Pre-Kindergarten

Healthcare services

Parent or community meetings

Political meetings

School facilities are not being used for anything else

No additional use

Other

Don't know

0-5 hours per week

6-10 hours per week

11 – 14 hours per week

15+ hours per week

Don't know

If this enrolment trend has changed within the past two school years (2015/16 and 2016/17), please explain.

From your perspective, how do changes to student enrolment trends within your school district impact the
delivery of educational programs and school district operations?  Please explain.

In addition to K-12 educational programs, for what other purposes are your school facilities being used?

(Please select all that apply)

If you selected, "Other", please specify:

On average per school, how much time would you estimate are the facilities be used for programs or activities
not directly related to the delivery of educational programs?
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None

1 – 5

6 – 10

11+

Don't know

0% - 20%

21% - 40%

41% - 60%

61% - 80%

81% - 100

Don't know

Aboriginal culture

Environmental concerns

BC’s History, including Residential Schools

Economic hardship

Health & wellness

None

Other

By your approximation, how many schools have closed within your school district in the past 5 years?

In situations where schools are closed, how does this affect the local (or surrounding) communities, students,
and the school district?

(please limit your response to 600 characters or fewer)

What percentage of your students identify as Aboriginal?

Do you have specific Aboriginal education programs or initiatives geared towards any of the following
categories:

(Please select all that apply)

If you selected, "Other", please specify:
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A member of a local Board of Education in BC

An employee of a school district in BC

Other

If you are experiencing unique challenges or difficulties in delivering educational programs to Aboriginal
students in your school district, please explain.

In your opinion, what is the strength of your school district's working relationship with the groups and
organizations below?

Very Strong Strong Adequate Weak Very Weak

Local/Municipal government

Regional government

Local MLA(s)

Business organizations such as Chambers of
Commerce

Local charities such as Lions or Rotary Clubs

Local environmental organizations

Other community organizations (i.e. non-profit
societies, cultural organizations, etc.)

Do you have any other feedback or examples that you would like to share related to rural education or rural schools in
British Columbia?

To better understand who is responding to this survey, please consider providing a bit of information about yourself. These questions
are optional.

Are you:

If you said, "Other", please specify:
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A superintendent or assistant/associate superintendent

Secretary treasurer or senior business official

School-based administrator

Teacher

Support staff

Other (please identify)

0-5 years

6-10 years

11-15 years

16-20 years

21-25 years

25+ years

Not applicable

Cariboo

Kootenay

Mainland / Southwest / Fraser Valley

Northcoast

Northeast

Thompson / Okanagan

Vancouver Island

Nechako

I live outside of B.C.

If you are an employee of a school district, are you:

If you said, "Other", please specify:

How long have you worked within the BC public K-12 education sector?

In what region of British Columbia do you live in?

Conclusion

Thank you for providing your feedback.

Please click “Submit” below to submit your responses.

All of the input that is submitted which will considered by the Parliamentary Secretary for the purpose of preparing a Report on Rural
Education by Summer 2017 that includes recommendations for the future.
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Privacy Policy

COLLECTION NOTICE:

Personal information collected will inform the Ministry of Education under the authority of s.26(c) and 27(1)(e) of the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act. If you have any questions about the collection, use and disclosure of your personal
information, please contact:

Kim Abbott
Executive Director, Resource Management and Corporate Services Division
Ministry of Education
Victoria BC       Kim.Abbott@gov.bc.ca
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