April 1, 2011

From:

Sunshine Coast Youth Action and Awareness Committee
To:

School District #46 School Board

Dear School Board:

Re: Booking Schools for Youth Activities

The YAAC committee had a long discussion of on-going problems with rentals of the
schools for after school programs for youth. The main problem is that other events pre-empt
the community school rentals and they often lose the use of their regular bookings for gyms
and community use rooms. This problem has come about due to central booking from the
school district office.

We request that the school board establish a priority for youth activities, especially
regularly scheduled activities, so that youth can rely on the school facilities being open to
them for after school activities such as Nights Alive on Fridays at Roberts Creek Elementary
and gym times at Pender Harbour Secondary.

Good programming for youth involves consistency and long term regular access is a
key to bringing meaningful activities to this group. We recognize that there will always be
some necessary pre-empting of youth activities for other events but it would help to have you
place importance on our youth programs by establishing a policy that keeps our rental times
in place unless there are exceptional reasons to pre-empt our bookings.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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Sent: Monday, June 06, 2011 10:55 AM
To: rd-chairs@i h K3 ‘
Subject: Connecting with your libraries

Hi everyone,

Our board recently. met with the board of our municipal library as part of our reguiar Haison meeting program. As a vital
point of the community, libraries promote literacy, enjoyment of reading, encourage life-long learning, and are key
partners with schools under the purview of the Ministry of Education.

One of the members of West Vancouver Library's board is Paul Tutsch, who is also Vice President of the B.C. Library
Trustees Assodiation (he attended the recent BCSTA AGM to sign the Protocot Agreement). Given the success of our
ligison meeting around the synergies and alignment of library and school district goals, he suggested we write our
respeciive associations to encourage this dialogue across the province. Many of you fikely engage in these conversations
already, but I've attached our agenda for your reference,

Warm regards,
Mary-Ann Booth,

Chair, SD45
West Vancouver Board of Education
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- WEST VANCOUVER
SCHOOL DISTRICT

The premier place for learning.

and

LIAISON MEETING

THE WEST VANCOUVER BOARD OF EDUCATION

THE WEST VANCOUVER MEMORIAL LIBRARY BOARD

6:00 - 8:00 pm — Tuesday, May 24%, 2011

AGENDA

Welcome and Introductions
Strategic Plans

Technology and Digital Engagement
Early Literacy

Closure

The West Vancouver Memorial Library - Welsh Hall

Marcia Bergen
Mary-Ann Booth

Gary Kern
Deb Hutchison Koep

Julia Hedley
Sandra-Lynn Shortall

DRAFT
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VIA EMAIL
Our Ref.: 146099

Silds White

Chair

Board of quc&tmn

School District No. 46 (Sunshine Coast)
Email: silas@nightwoodeditions.com

Dear Mr. White:

Thank you for your letter of May 9, 2011, sent to the Honourable George Abbott, Minister of
Education, regarding changes to trustee electoral arcas (TEAs) in your district. I understand that
you are seeking apploval of a proposal to reduce the number of TEAs from four to three and alter
TEA boundaries, in order to simplify electoral areas and address voter confusion with the current
TEA configuration, Your letter has been referred to me for response.

The Trustee Variation Guidelines specify the procedures that boards of education should follow
when they wish to vary the number of trustees in a school district, or to vary the TEAs and/or the
number of trustees assigned to TEAs. The Guidelines are intended to assist boards in providing
the Minister with the information necessary to render a decision on a TEA variation request. The
procedures set out in the Guidelines include obtaining the views of the public as well as
municipal and regional board officials on the proposed changes.

Based on the material you have provided in support of this request, it does not appear that public
consultation on the specific proposal to reduce the number of TEAs from four to three has taken
place. The focus of the February 2011 consultation appeared to be on two other proposals:
reduction of the number of trustees from seven to five, and adoption of an at-large voting system.
Please provide evidence of public consultation on the specific changes you have proposed.

In addition, while I understand that your district met with local governments, including the
Sechelt Nation, in May 2011 and that no concerns were expressed with regard to the proposed
changes, it would be helpful to the Minister if written support from these local governments
could also be obtained.

Finally, in accordance with the Guidelines, please provide a metes and bounds description of
each proposed new TEA, prepared and certified by a professional surveyor. A metes and bounds
deseription forms a vital part of a request to alter TEA boundaries, as this information must be
included in the Ministerial Order.

I note that you have requested approval of these changes by early September, 2011, in advance
of the next board election. Please be advised that, while the Ministry will make every effort to

Minlstry of Education  Governanca and Legisiation Matling Address: Telophone:  (250) 356-1404
Branch PO BOX 9148 STN PROV GOVT Facsimile;  (250) 3581883
VICTORIA BC VW 9H1 W bCed.gov.be.ca

www. bced.gov.bo.callegistation/
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satisfy this request, given the additional information required concerning consultation, it will be
challenging to meet these timelines.

Following receipt of this additional information, the Minister will consider your request and
provide you with a response as soon as possible,

Sincerely,

Dave Duerksen
Director
Governance and Legislation Branch

109










POLICY

guardianship is transferred by court order to another person. [Section 27(4) of
the Family Relations Act]

5. Where there is no court order, parents may provide in a written agreement which
of them will be the guardian of the person of the child. [Section 28 of the Family
Relations Acf] )

6. Persons who are not a child’s parents can become that child's guard an either by
court order under Section 30 of the Family Relafions Act or by a will under
Section 50 of the [nfanis Act.

Ordinarily Resident: Boards of education must make the determination of whether an
applicant falls within the definition of “ordinarily resident” for the purposes of s. 82 in a fair
and even-handed manner. The term “ordinarily resident” is not defined in the School Act.
However, the term has been interpreted by the courts to establish criteria for determining
whether a person is ordinarily resident for the purpose of receiving free public education.

The courts have interpreted the term ‘ordinarily resident’ in this context by assessing
whether the applicant has:

» a’setlled purpose' for taking up residence in the community, and
« sufficient continuity of residence, despite temporary absences.

To meet these requirements the applicant must show, on the basis of objective evidence,
that they have established a regular, habitual mode of life in the community with a
sufficient degree of continuity which has persisted despite temporary absences. Itis not
enough to qualify for free public education that the applicant has taken up residence for
the ‘seltled purpose’ that the children of the family receive public education.

Boards of education are entitled to scrutinize the purpose for which the person or family
has established its residence in the community to prevent an abuse of the system under
which higher fees may lawfully be charged for out of province/international students.

Consideration of the following indicia of ‘ordinary residence’ may assist boards in making
the determination of whether a person is ordinarily resident in BC. While each of these
indicators alone Is not enough to establish residency for the purposes of s. 82, the larger
the number of positive indicators as set out in the first list below, the more likely it is that
the person will qualify as a resident of the province for the purpose of receiving free
public education.

Ownership of dwelling or long-term lease or rental of dwelling,

Residence of spouse, children and other dependent family members in the
dwelling,

Legal documents indicating Brilish Columbia residence,

Provincial driver’s licence,

Employment within the community,

Parent or guardian filing income tax refurns as a BC resident,

Provincial registration of automobile,

Canadian bank accounts or credit cards,

Links to community through religious organizations, recreational and social clubs,
unions and professional organizations,

+ Subscriptions for life or health insurance, such as MSP coverage and

» Business relationships within the community.
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Again, while none of the factors alone are sufficient, the larger the number of negative
indicators as set out below, the more likely it is that a person will not qualify for free public
education:

¢ For the school-aged child, residence of the parents andfor family home in another
jurisdiction, even if the student has a BC guardian,

» Existence of another dwelling outside of BC where the parson andfor their family
regularly resides,

s Foreign bank accounts or credit cards,
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Parent or guardian’s employment in another jurisdiction,

Parent or guardian filing income tax return in another jurisdiction,
ldentification documents from another jurisdiction, and
Substantial ties with former country or place of residence.

.« 5 5 ¢

immigration status is relevant but not determinative of ordinary residence. The
determination of whether a person is ordinarily resident should never be based solely on
the person's immigration status. A person need not be a Canadian citizen or permanent
resident to be ‘ordinarily resident’ in BC for the purposes of s. 82. For example, persons
who have applied for convention refugee status but not yet received a determination, and
persons who have applied for permanent resident status from within Canada, are
ordinarily resident in BC if there are other indicators of centinuity with the community and
residence for a settled purpose other than receiving free public education. On the cther
hand, a person who comes to Canada on a time-limited basis and has not taken steps to
obtain permanent residence in Canada usually will not be ordinarily resident because he
or she has no legitimate expectation of remaining in Canada.

Simitarly, persons who have relocated from another Canadian province or territory
are ordinarily resident if they show sufficient other indicators of continuity and settled
purpose,

Deemed Resident: In addition to those who are ordinarily resident in British Columbia,
students who belong to one of the categories of persons who have been deemed
resident in section 16 of the School Regulation policy are entitled to free public education
and eligible for provincial operating grant funding. These include:

+ a youth who has entered into an agreement with the director under section 12.2
of the Child Family and Community Services Act {the guardian of the student is
also deemed resident}, and

s an inmate of a correctional centre under the Correction Act or a penitentiary
under the Corrections and Conditional Release Act {Canada).

Other classes of persons for whom the ministry will provide operating grant
funding: In addition to those who have a clear entilement to public education under
section 82, the minister will provide operating grant funding for the school age students in
the categories listed below if the board of education requests funding via Form 1701,

+ A student who resides in British Columbia and:

o who has made a claim for refugee status in Canada and whose claim has not
yet been determined, or

¢ who is detained in custody in a youth custody centre.

+ A student who is in British Columbia with his/her guardian if the guardian meets one
of the criteria set out below. Guardians must be able to provide documentation to
substantiate that they meet these criteria

o has been lawfully adritted to Canada for lemporary residence and is
authorised to work for a period of one ysar or more, and is or will be
employed for at least 20 hours per week;

o has been lawfully admitted to Canada and is authorised to study for a period
of ane year or more, and is enrolled in a degree or diploma prograrmmme at a
public post-secondary institution in British Columbia or in a degree
programme at a private post-secondary institution in British Columbia

¢ has been lawiully admitted to Canada and is authorised to study for a period
of one year or more and all of the following conditions apply:

* s enrolled in an English as a Second Language (ESL) program
of up to a year in duration at an institution that has an Education
Quality Assurance Designation (EQA). The ESL student will be
deemed resident for up to one year only; beyond one year,
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PROCEDURES

ACCOUNTABILITY

ABSIGNED TAGS

children of an ESL student will be considered international
students and districts may charge international student fees;

o has been accepted to a degree or diploma programme at a
public post-secondary institution in British Columbia, or a degree
program at a private post-secondary institution; and

s the acceptance is contingent upon the completion of an ESL
program.

o has been lawfully admitted to and is authorized to study in Canada, and has
been awarded a multi-year scholarship that covers the cost of both tuition
and living expenses for a post-secondary program that includes both an ESL
component and a degree program component. The ESL component must be
completed at an institution that has an Education Quality Assurance (EQA)
designation,

¢ has been lawfully admitted to Canada and is pérticipating in an educator
exchange program with a public school in British Columbia

o s carrying out official duties under the authority of the Visiting Forces Act or
as an accredited diplomatic agent, preclearance officer, consular officer or
official representative in Canada of a foreign government with a consular
post in British Columbia.

This policy is not intended to enable a person whose primary purpose for coming
to BC is to attend a public school and who would normally be charged tuition fees
to avoid paying those fees.

Boards are encouraged to seek their own legal advice should circumstances warrant.

1. Students who are ordinarily resident or deemed resident in British Columbia are
entitled to provincial funding under section 82 of the Schoo/ Act, boards may not
charge fees for these students except in accordance with section 82 of the Schoof
Act. The ministry will also provide funding for other students who meet criteria sat
out in this policy; boards should not charge tuition fees for these students.

2. Students who are not eligible for provincial operating grant funding must be identified

as “out of provincefinternational students” on the Form 1701. Provincial education
funding will not be provided for these students.

3. Forexchange students — Boards receive funding only for the ordinarily resident
student. During a one infone out reciprocal and equal exchange, the non-resident
student acts as a placeholder for the funded local student during that student’s
absence.

4. Student files should contain reference to the documentation used to support eligibility
for funding. Boards of education must maintain accounts and audits in accordance
with Part 8 of the School Act, and under section 1685, the file must be available to
Ministry auditors upon their request.

5. Itis the responsibility of Boards of Education to ensure that the criteria for provincial
education funding are met, Boards will be required to reimburse the Ministry if
students who are not eligible for funding are claimed for funding purposes.

Director, Funding and Compliance Branch

Financial support, Educational Administration
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STAKEHOLDERS

REFERENCES/
RESQURCES

CONTACT

RELEVANT WEB
LINKS/
REFERENCES!/
RESOURCES

TRIM CLASSIFICATION

ATTACHMENTS

if you have any questions relating to this policy, please contact
Education.FundingAllocationUnit@gov.be.ca.

For information on international students related to independent schools, please refer to
the resources available on the Ministry of Education’s Independent Schools page.

For information on funding for adult students, please refer to the "Aduft Fundihg” policy on
the Ministry of Education’s Policy Site.

Other rasources referred to in this policy include: the School Act, the Family Relations
Act, the Infants Act, the Divorce Act and the Child, Fam;!y and Community Service Act,
and Citizenship and Immigration Canada.

None
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School District No. 46 (Sunshine Coast)

Administrative Regulations

FINANCE

4200

DECENTRALIZED DECISION MAKING

1. Funding at the school level will include provisions for:

administrative costs

all school-based teaching staff

all school-based support staff, including school custodians
short-term staff absences

all instructional supplies

equipment replacement

office operating costs

learning resources

accreditation

SIS e a0 o

Based on estimated enrolments, a school will be expected to develop an operating budget,
including staffing needs, prior to April 15th of each year. To facilitate this, funding
allocations will be made available to schools as soon as practicable after ministry funding
announcements -- generally around March 31st. As part of this process, principals should
share with school staff and parents the budget allocation sheet from the finance department,
showing preliminary staffing and supply allocations.

In developing the budgets, schools are expected to consult and get advice from staff, students,
parents and members of the public. Preliminary budgets will be reviewed by district staff to
insure sufficient funds have been allocated to comply with collective agreements, ministry
directives and targets and the school's operating needs. Budgets will be recalculated based on
September 30th enrolments and finalized prior to October 31st of each year. Following
October 31* and before November 15", principals should share with school staff and parents
the budget allocation sheet from the finance department showing final staffing and
supply/operating budgets.

A school having a surplus at the end of a school year will be able to carry this forward. A
school may not incur a deficit without the approval of senior management, and any deficits so
approved will be applied to the next school year's operations with the intent that they be fully
retired during that year.

A committee of district staff and administrative officers will review the funding allocation
system annually, usually in January. Recommendations will be presented to all school
administrators before being incorporated into the system.

Page 1 of 2

Date adopted: June 2, 1998 Reference:

Revised: Nov 13/07, January 2011

Supt. Signature:
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School District No. 46 (Sunshine Coast)

Administrative Regulations

FINANCE 4200

6. Schools will be able to expend funds within their budgets subject to the district's internal
controls and policies, although any purchase over $10,000 must have the prior approval of the
Secretary-Treasurer. The latter is in recognition of the fact that education funds are from local
taxation and should be spent as economically as possible.

Date adopted: June 2, 1998 Reference:
Revised: Nov 13/07, January 2011

Supt. Signature:
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